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;/é ‘West Berlin: West Berliners, despife an outWward ap-

. pearance of confidence and calmness,are more uneasy and

. worried than at any time in the past two years, according

to US Mission officials in West Berlin. There is an almost
unanimous feeling among West Berlin government, business,
and press leaders that the United States does not comprehend
what a significant impact the sealing off of the Western sec-
tor by the Communists has had on the over-all Berlin problem.
West Berliners view the Communist wall as a major victory
for the Ulbricht regime by virtue of its unilateral and unop-
posed alteration of the status quo. West Berliners feel that
the failure of the West to take countermeasures has encour-
aged the Communists to be tougher and that mere Western
emphasis on its determination to protect "vital interests' is
ineffective against Khrushchev's "salami' tactics. |
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NATO: )Secretary General Stikker presented to a re-
stricted Nofth Atlantic Council meeting on 16 October a ''per-
sonal proposal' for a Berlin solution which would maintain
much of the status quo, while designating West Berlin a free
city. The proposal in essence calls for the United States,
Britain, and France to conclude a treaty with West Germany
and for the end of the occupation status of West Berlin. In /
private discussions with a US official, Stikker explained that ‘
he presented his proposal because he believes there is a 7
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ground swell of West European opinion against basing the
Western position in Berlin solely on '‘outdated" occupationrs
rights.)

—

France-Algeria: Moslem observance on 22 October of the
5th anniversary of the French kidnaping of rebel vice premier
Mohamed Ben Bella may cause further clashes between Euro-
peans and Moslems in either Algeria or metropolitan France.
Other clashes will almost certainly occur during the Algerian-
wide Moslem demonstrations scheduled by the/provisional
Algerian government (PAG) for 1 November. { Two members
of the PAG who lunched with Secretary Williams on 17 October
said that strict orders would be issued that the 1 November
demonstrations be peaceful, but that European provocations
"backed by certain local authorities' could quickly produce
violence. The PAG members indicated that the rebels would
accept this risk, as the demonstrations were *'compulsory"’ .
in view of PAG efforts to increase its influence over the Al- / 7
gerian populatiom) Z
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